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Description

Jean Price-Mars est n¢ a la Grande-Riviére du Nord (Haiti) le 15 octobre 1876 et est mort a
Pétionville (Haiti) le ler mars 1969. A la fois médecin, ethnographe, diplomate, homme d'état,
pédagogue et écrivain, il est considéré comme le principal maitre a penser haitien du XXe
siecle.

Jean Price-Mars est ’auteur de plus d’une centaine d’articles, de discours et de conférences
dans les domaines de I’anthropologie, I’histoire, la pédagogie, la politique et la littérature.Ses
principaux ouvrages sont La Vocation de I'Elite (1919), Ainsi Parla I'Oncle. Imprimerie de
Compiegne (1928), Une étape de 1'évolution haitienne (1929), Formation ethnique, Folklore et
culture du Peuple haitien (1929), Jean-Pierre Boyer Bazelais et le Drame de Miragoane (1948),
La République d'Haiti et la République Dominicaine (1954), et Silhouettes négres et
négrophiles (1960).
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Jean Price-Mars (1876 — 1969), Haitian physician, ethnographer, diplomat, educator, historian,
politician, was a towering intellectual in Haitian history and cultural studies, and a Pan
Africanist who called to reevaluate the contributions of Africa in universal civilizations and to
revalorize African retentions and cultural practices in the Black diaspora, especially on Haitian
soil. Through his writings, Price-Mars, whom Leopold Sedar Senghor called “the Father of
Negritude,” sought to establish connecting links between Africa and the Black Diaspora, and
the shared history and struggle between people of African descent in the Diaspora.

For many scholars, Price-Mars is the father of Haitian ethnology and Dean of Haitian Studies
in the twentieth-century, and arguably, the most influential Haitian thinker that has graced the
“Black Republic” since the death of Joseph Auguste Anténor Firmin in 1911. In Haitian
thought, Price-Mars has exercised an enduring intellectual and ideological influence on the
young Haitian intellectuals and writers of the generation of the American Occupation in Haiti
(1915-1934) and the post-Occupation culture from the 1930s to 1970s. He is especially known
for launching a cultural nationalism and an anti-imperial movement against the brutal
American military forces in Haiti.
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